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Founded in 1919, the Canadian Federation of University Women (CFUW) is a self-funded, non-
partisan, non-profit, voluntary organization.  Close to 9,000 women from across Canada, 
promote women’s equality, human rights, justice and peace.  
CFUW is one of 60 national affiliates of the Graduate Women International (GWI), an 
international, non-governmental organization.   
CFUW is active in public affairs, working to raise the social, economic and legal status of 
women and girls and to improve education, the environment, peace, justice and human rights.  
CFUW has special consultative status at the United Nations (ECOSOC) and serves on the 
Education Committee of the Canadian Sub-Commission to UNESCO. 



This statement was prepared by the Canadian Federation of University Women (hereby 
referred to as CFUW) National Office.  
 
 
The 2030 Agenda commits to universality, human rights and leaving nobody 
behind. How do you interpret these principles in relation to sex work/trade or 
prostitution?     
 
1. CFUW is concerned that UN Women has limited their consultations on sex work, the 

sex trade and prostitution to e-mail submissions. This process threatens to exclude 
many women who will be affected by UN Policy but do not have internet access, or 
who are not familiar with UN process. We urge UN Women to extend consultations 
beyond online submissions, and make a concerted effort to engage current and 
former prostituted persons, sex workers and advocates. In order to remain true to the 
principles of universality, human rights and leaving nobody behind, UN Women must 
make every effort to engage as many people as possible, particularly those who will 
be affected by such a policy.  
 

The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) set out to achieve gender equality 
and to empower all women and girls. The SDGs also include several targets 
pertinent to women’s empowerment, such as 

a)      reproductive rights 
b)      women’s ownership of land and assets  
c)      building peaceful and inclusive societies 
d)      ending the trafficking of women 
e)      eliminating violence against women.  

How do you suggest that policies on sex work/trade/prostitution can promote 
such targets and objectives?  
 
2. CFUW believes strongly in the mission of UN Women and the Sustainable 

Development Goals to focus on women’s empowerment and equality. A policy which 
supports the decriminalization of prostituted persons would protect women from 
harmful treatment by law enforcement and unnecessary, detrimental prison time. The 
UN can play an important role in eliminating violence against women and the 
trafficking of women by creating an environment in which victims of enforced 
prostitution can seek help without fear of reprimand by the law. We encourage UN 
Women to create a policy which decriminalizes prostituted persons and 
simultaneously offers support services to trafficked and prostituted persons. Victims 
of enforced prostitution and trafficking must be able to access services intended to 
reintegrate them into society without fear of retribution. We emphasize the 
importance of decriminalization and the removal of punitive laws, and we support 
instituting policies to empower women and promote equality.  

  
The sex trade is gendered. How best can we protect women in the trade from 
harm, violence, stigma and discrimination? 
 

The first step to protecting women from violence, stigma and discrimination is the 
decriminalization of prostituted persons. Violence against prostituted persons is 
perpetrated not only by those purchasing sex or exploiting prostituted persons, but by 
law enforcement and non-state actors. Non-state actor torture, an issue championed by 
CFUW, is paramount in protecting those most vulnerable: namely victims of enforced 



prostitution or human trafficking. UN Women must encourage member states to adopt 
laws which recognize non-state actor torture as a distinct crime. Victims of enforced 
prostitution must have access to equal means of legal protection. If they are not seen as 
criminals, victims of enforced prostitution are more likely to seek help when they 
experience violence.  
 

 
 


