
 

Founded in 1919, the Canadian Federation of University Women (CFUW) is a self-funded, non-partisan, non-profit, voluntary 

organization.  Close to 9,000 women from across Canada, promote women’s equality, human rights, justice and peace.  

CFUW is one of 60 national affiliates of the Graduate Women International (GWI), an international, non-governmental 

organization.   

CFUW is active in public affairs, working to raise the social, economic and legal status of women and girls and to improve 

education, the environment, peace, justice and human rights.  CFUW has special consultative status at the United Nations 

(ECOSOC) and serves on the Education Committee of the Canadian Sub-Commission to UNESCO. 
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Climate Change and Canada 
Under the Copenhagen Accord, Canada committed to reducing our greenhouse gas emissions 
(GHGs) to 30% below 2005 levels by 2020.1  
 
Canada currently emits 16 tonnes of GHGs per capita – almost the same as in 1990.2 
 
The scientific consensus is that temperatures should not rise more than 2 degrees Celsius 
above pre-industrial levels, to avoid the worst effects of melting ice and other changes.3 The 
current GHGs emitted already take us well over 1 degree Celsius, and there is concern that 
without significant changes to international law, we will not achieve staying under 2. 
 
COP21 
The UN Climate Change Conference, also referred to as COP21, is in Paris from November 30 
– December 11, 2015. Prime Minister Justin Trudeau will be attending, along with several 
opposition members (like Elizabeth May) and all the Premiers who are not facing re-election this 
fall.  
 
This Climate Change Conference is a meeting of over 190 countries with the goal of agreeing to 
global targets for greenhouse gas emissions reductions, and measures to achieve them. It will 
be decided at the Conference if these targets are legally binding.  
 
The New Liberal Government 
The Liberal Party Platform included promises regarding climate change, such as establishing 
national emissions-reduction targets, ensuring funding for provinces and territories to design 
their own policies to meet their targets (including their own carbon pricing policies).  
 
Notably, Prime Minister Trudeau’s plan includes significant collaboration with the provinces. To 
that end, he has committed to meeting with the premiers within 90 days of the Conference to 
establish a pan-Canadian framework to combat climate change.  

                                                           
1 Climate Action Tracker “Canada” (May 20, 2015). Climate Action Tracker. 
http://climateactiontracker.org/countries/canada.html 
2 European Commission: Joint Research Centre (2014). Trends in Global CO2 Emissions 2013 Report.  Retrieved 
from edgar.jrc.ec.europa.eu/news_docs/pbl-2013-trends-in-global-co2-emissions-2013-report-1148.pdf 
3 “Two Degrees: The History of Climate Changes Speed Limit” (December 8, 2014). Carbon Brief: Clear on Climate. 
http://www.carbonbrief.org/two-degrees-the-history-of-climate-changes-speed-limit/ 
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