
 
 

 

 

Taking Action on Climate Change 

&  

COP21 

 

The Government of 

Canada should address 

the negative impacts of 

climate change on people 

and communities around 

the world, particularly 

those who are most 

vulnerable to its effects, 

such as women, by 

working with all levels of 

government to: 

1. Study the impacts of 

climate change on 

vulnerable citizens, 

including women and 

children, low income 

people and aboriginal 

peoples using systematic 

gender sensitive research 

and analysis;  

2. Ensure that women are 

included in all stages of 

decision making, 

particularly in regards to 

the Paris Conference on 

Climate Change (COP21) 

and the aftermath; 

3. Provide financial 

assistance to other levels 

of government within 

Canada to help them 

mitigate and adapt to 

climate change; 

These recommendations 

are based on policy 

adopted by CFUW. 
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Since 1975 CFUW has pursued policies to address climate change, through resolutions 
regarding the implementation of carbon taxes, reducing greenhouse gas emissions, 
creating a national climate action plan, and pursuing alternative energy sources. 
 

 The impacts of climate change are unevenly distributed. The poorest, least developed 
countries are less able to mitigate and adapt to its effects. People living in poverty, 
especially women, are particularly vulnerable.1  

 Women often play a central role in food production and provision, family care, fuel and 
water collection and overall community wellbeing. Hunger, population migration, 
labour intensification, wars over access to fertile land or water, and the necessity to 
travel further to collect water or fuel are just a few of the impacts that put women at 
greater risk of harms as a result of climate change.2 

 The inclusion and participation of Canadian women at multiple levels is vital to climate 
change mitigation and adaptation efforts. At the family and community level, women 
often take primary responsibility for household recycling, efficient energy use, the 
purchase and preparation of food, and education and care of family members. 
Women’s participation in developing a national response in Canada to climate 
change, however, has been low.3 

 
In June 2015 at our Annual General Meeting in Quebec City, delegates of all the clubs in 
Canada voted in favour of a resolution on Carbon Taxes. Carbon taxes are an effective and 
important tool in the fight against climate change. The effectiveness of carbon taxes is 
demonstrated by examples such as Quebec and British Columbia. We urge the government to 
pursue carbon taxes at a national level. 
 

With the upcoming Climate Change Conference in Paris this November, we urge 
Members of Parliament to:  
 

 Integrate gender concerns and perspectives in policies and programmes for climate 
change 

 Ensure active participation of women at the decision-making on issues of climate 
change 

 Pursue the creation and adoption of national targets for Greenhouse Gas Emissions  

 Pursue federal legislation for a national carbon tax, like those already in place in 
British Columbia and Quebec 

 
Climate change is a reality we must confront together. We urge the Government and 
Opposition to make climate change mitigation and the inclusion of gendered 
perspectives a priority in their upcoming mandate. 
 
1 Canadian Council for International Cooperation (2008). The Global Challenge to end Poverty and Injustice: CCIC’s 
10 points agenda in brief.  
2 Oxfam Canada (n.d.) http://www.oxfam.ca/what-we-do/campaigns/stop-harming-start-helping-womens-rights-and-
climate-change 

3 Berkes, F. & D. Jolly (2001). Adapting to climate change: social-ecological resilience in a Canadian western Arctic 
community. Conservation Ecology 5(2):18. http://www.consecol.org/vol5/iss2/art18/ 

 

 

 

 

Founded in 1919, the Canadian Federation of University Women (CFUW) is a self-funded, non-partisan, non-profit, voluntary organization.  

Close to 9,000 women from across Canada, promote women’s equality, human rights, justice and peace.  CFUW is one of 60 international 

affiliates of the Graduate Women International (GWI), an international, non-governmental organization.  CFUW is active in public affairs, 

working to raise the social, economic and legal status of women and girls and to improve education, the environment, peace, justice and 

human rights.  CFUW has special consultative status at the United Nations (ECOSOC) and serves on the Education Committee of the 

Canadian Sub-Commission to UNESCO 
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