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27 July, 2016 
To the members of the Special Committee on Electoral Reform: 
 

I am writing to you on behalf of the Canadian Federation of University 
Women (CFUW). Our members are fervent supporters of a fair and 
representative democracy.  

 
We note with satisfaction that the Government of Canada has committed to 
undertaking a review of the electoral process. CFUW strongly believes that the 
First Past the Post (FPTP) system does not adequately represent the electoral 
will of Canadians. We believe that an overhaul of this system and the 
implementation of a system of Proportional Representation (PR) is the only way 
to create a fair and representative democracy.  
 
First Past the Post produces false majorities, encourages strategic voting and 
wastes votes. We do not believe that these problems are remedied by Ranked 
Ballot, another plurality system that produces similar results. In PR systems, 
every vote counts and results in representation. We understand that there are 
multiple possibilities for a PR system, each with a unique process, however we 
choose to focus our support on the principle of a system of Proportional 
Representation and leave the specifics to be decided by a designated body.  
 
We welcome the attitude of the Government in choosing to address the deep 
unfairness in our electoral system. This is an opportunity to rebuild an 
antiquated and unjustifiable system of voting and representation, and I am 
pleased to voice the opinion of our members on the issue. 
 
I look forward to your leadership in updating our electoral system to be 
consistent with modern democratic standards.   
 
Sincerely,  

 
Karen Dunnett 
National President, Canadian Federation of University Women 
 
 
Cc: Francis Scarpaleggia, Scott Reid; Nathan Cullen; John Aldag; Alexandre 
Boulerice; Matt DeCourcey; Gérard Deltell; the Honourable Jason Kenney; 
Elizabeth May; Sherry Romanado; Ruby Sahota; Luc Thériault.  

 


