
 
The Honourable Maryam Monsef 

Minister of Democratic Institutions 
Maryam.monsef@parl.gc.ca 

 
Wednesday, December 7th 2016 

 
Dear Minister Monsef,  
 
 We are deeply concerned with the Government’s response to the recommendations made by the 
Special Committee on Electoral Reform. The Government’s attempts to discredit the Committee, and to 
replace their work with an online survey, reflect a disregard for the work put forth by the Committee. 
CFUW, along with thousands of other Canadians, participated in these consultations in good faith, and it 
seems the Government is choosing to ignore our input.  
 
 After months of studying and consultations, the Committee has recommended that the 
Government design an alternate electoral system based on proportionality. In their hearings the 
Committee heard from a great number of Canadians who want to see more fair representation in 
Parliament – and who reject the First Past the Post system. It was clear from research that most 
Canadians are not well educated on electoral systems, and so the Committee recommended that 
Elections Canada produce public materials describing the various options. We are in favour of these 
recommendations and believe they reflect the true input of Canadians. 
 
 We strongly disagree with the recommendation to hold a referendum on this issue. We believe 
this recommendation was made out of partisan interest to both abscond responsibility and ensure the 
failure of electoral reform. This is a major decision that requires the vison of a committed, duly 
elected party to bring it to fruition. Members of Parliament are elected on the basis of their platforms 
and election promises. The Liberal Party promised that 2015 would be the last election using First Past 
the Post, and received support from the electorate to follow through on that promise. We want you to 
show strong leadership in following through with that promise. 
 
 Any electoral system can be tailored to fit the needs of the country that adopts it. Canada can 
custom build a new electoral system that incorporates proportionality without adhering to Party Lists, as 
the Committee recommended. Choosing to bring this decision to a public that knows little about electoral 
reform is an easy way to extinguish any possibility for a new system. We urge the Government to follow 
through on the Committee recommendations to design an alternate system of proportionality, and 
to replace First Past the Post with said system.   
 
 It would be a great failure to shelve this report only to gather dust. This report, along with dozens 
of others written over the past decade, all recommend the same thing: Canadians want a system of 
proportionality. We sincerely hope the Government steps up and fulfils their promise to change the First 
Past the Post system to one that is more fair and better represents the diverse Canadian electorate.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Karen Dunnett 
President, Canadian Federation of University Women  
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