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In this document you will find the four resolutions that have been proposed at the CFUW Annual 
General Meeting (AGM) to be held in Quebec City from June 18-21, 2015. The first two 
resolutions were circulated to the Clubs in November 2014 for amendment, and proposers have 
amended the text based on the feedback they received by March 15, 2015. In the document, 
the resolutions are presented in their original and amended versions. The second two, 
Emergency Resolutions, were received by May 2015, and will be voted on at the AGM for 
acceptance for qualification as resolutions to be considered.   
 
Clubs are invited to review the amendments and attend the Resolutions Workshop on Friday 
June 19, 2015 should your members wish to suggest further changes based on the 
amendments you submitted. This will also be an opportunity to suggest changes to the 
Emergency resolutions.  
 
The two Emergency Resolutions are included in this package with background information 
starting on page 4. The proposed general rules of the 2015 Annual General Meeting outline how 
the emergency resolutions will be dealt with: 
  
Rule 11: CFUW Emergency Resolutions 

1. Deal with issues which have arisen after the deadline for submission of Resolutions 
and/or one which the Proposer thinks may require action prior to the next Annual General 
Meeting. 

2. Must be received by the Chair by May 15, 2015.  
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3. May only be called up for consideration and debate by a four-fifths (4/5) affirmative vote 
of the votes cast at the AGM. Abstentions will not be counted 

4. A two-thirds (2/3) affirmative vote of the votes cast shall be required for adoption. 
Abstentions will not be counted 

5. If time does not permit discussion and vote of such resolutions, a majority affirmative vote 
of the CFUW Voting Body may order them acted upon by a mail vote following the 
procedures laid down in the Constitution and Bylaws and administrative policy. 

 
If you have questions, please contact the Chair of the Resolutions Committee, Eleanor Scarth. 
escarth@telus.net  

 
Proposed Resolutions 2015 (Amended) 

 
  

RESOLUTION 1 
Saving Our Pollinators and Our Environment:  A Moratorium on the Sale and Use 
of the Neonicotinoid Class of Pesticides                                                            
Proposed by: CFUW Edmonton 
 

Original Wording Amended Version 
 

RESOLVED, That the Canadian 
Federation of University Women (CFUW) 
urge federal, provincial, territorial and 
municipal governments of Canada to 
immediately implement a five-year 
moratorium on the use of the 
neonicotinoids class of pesticides. 

RESOLVED, That CFUW urge the 
Government of Canada to order the 
completion of independent scientific 
studies prior to the lifting of the 
moratorium. 

RESOLVED, That CFUW urge the 
Government of Canada to make the full 
results available for public review and 
comment prior to lifting of any moratorium 
on the use of the neonicotinoids class of 
Pesticides. 

 

 

RESOLVED, That the Canadian 
Federation of University Women (CFUW) 
urge federal, provincial, territorial, regional 
and municipal governments of Canada to 
implement immediately a moratorium on 
the sale and use of the neonicotinoid class 
of pesticides. 
 
RESOLVED, That CFUW urge the 
Government of Canada to conduct or 
obtain independent, peer-reviewed, 
scientific studies on the effects of the 
neonicotinoid class of pesticides prior to 
the lifting of any moratorium. 
 
RESOLVED, That CFUW urge the 
Government of Canada to make the full, 
unabridged results of the independent, 
peer-reviewed, scientific studies available 
for timely public review and consultation 
prior to the lifting of any moratorium on the 
sale and use of the neonicotinoid class of 
pesticides. 

 
 

mailto:escarth@telus.net
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RESOLUTION 2 
REDUCING CLIMATE CHANGE THROUGH THE USE OF CARBON TAXES 
Proposed by: CFUW Victoria 
 

Original Wording Amended Version 

 
RESOLVED, That the Canadian 
Federation of University Women 
(CFUW) urge the Government of 
Canada to: 

1. use national, comprehensive 
and predictable carbon taxes to 
moderate greenhouse gas 
emissions; 

2. make carbon taxes the centre 
of a robust Canadian Climate 
Action Plan; and,  

3. encourage the adoption of 
carbon taxes around the world. 

 
 
 

 
RESOLVED, that the Canadian Federation of 
University Women (CFUW) urge the 
Government of Canada, with the provincial 
and territorial governments, to: 

1. implement national, comprehensive and 
predictable carbon taxes to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions; 

2. adopt carbon taxes as the centre of a 
robust Canadian climate action plan; 
and,  

3. support the adoption of carbon taxes 
and other carbon reduction strategies 
around the world. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Proposed Emergency Resolutions 
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Emergency Resolutions may be brought to a CFUW AGM for consideration.  The 
process for handling emergency resolutions is described in the Proposed General Rules 
of the 2015 AGM, item 11.  The following Proposed Emergency Resolutions were 
received by May 15, 2015 in the National Office. 
 
 
EMERGENCY RESOLUTION 1 
Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls   
Proposed by: CFUW Barrie & District 
 

RESOLVED, that the Canadian Federation of University Women (CFUW) urge the 
Government of Canada to immediately adopt and implement the recommendations of the 
Amnesty International 2004 report: Stolen Sisters: Discrimination and Violence Against 
Indigenous Women in Canada.  
 
RESOLVED, that CFUW urge the Government of Canada to engage the expertise of 
Indigenous leaders and women’s organizations in order to establish effective mechanisms to 
combat violence against Indigenous women and girls. 
 
RESOLVED, that CFUW urge the Government of Canada to provide an annual report to 
Canadians outlining progress made in reducing violence against Indigenous women and 
girls by January 2017 and annually thereafter. 
 
 
RELATED POLICIES: None strictly related to Indigenous Women and Girls in Canada 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Why CFUW needs an Emergency Resolution on Missing and Murdered Indigenous 
Women and Girls: 
Amnesty International 2004 Summary on the Discrimination and Violence Against Indigenous 
Women [1], reviewed various commissions and inquiries, and outlined many of the issues 

Indigenous women and girls faced and continue to face today. Racism, discrimination, social 
and economic marginalization, and poor government policy are considered the root causes 

which have resulted in a disproportionate number of Indigenous females living in extreme 
poverty and homelessness thus making them vulnerable to exploitation and extreme brutality 

due to the social indifference to their safety and welfare.  
 

At that time Amnesty International urged Canadian officials at all levels of government to 
implement the following recommendations: 

 
1. Acknowledge the seriousness of the problem 

2. Support research into the extent and causes of violence against Indigenous women 
3. Take immediate action to protect women at greatest risk 

4. Provide training and resources for police to make prevention of violence against 
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Indigenous women a genuine priority 

5. Address the social and economic factors that lead to Indigenous women’s extreme 
vulnerability to violence 

6. End the marginalization on Indigenous women in Canadian society 
 

Yet, there is little or no progress to report. The numbers of missing and murdered Indigenous 
women and girls have continued to increase; by 2012 1,181 Indigenous women were missing 

(164) or murdered (1,017) with 225 unsolved cases, significantly more than other Canadian 
females. The rate of victimization of Indigenous women and girls continues to be much higher 

than non-Indigenous women and girls.  
The issue has attracted international attention and grave concern. For instance: in March 2015 

the United Nations Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women 
(UNCEDAW) issued a report highly critical of Canada’s record of inaction on the issue [2.] The 

report was strongly supported by the United Nations Human Rights Commission [3] and 
Amnesty International [4].  The Feminist Alliance for International Action (FIFA) has also urged 

action [5.] 
 

In 2014 the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights reported on Missing and Murdered 
Aboriginal Women in British Columbia and strongly urged Canada to take action [6.] Canada as 

a member of the Organization of American States has a legal obligation under, “the OAS 
Charter and the American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man” to perform due diligence 

and implement measures to address these social and economic disparities. These measures 
must also address the factors associated with the racial and gender discrimination as a result of 

past and current institutional and structural inequalities.  
 

Canada is fast becoming an international pariah for its refusal to take effective action against this 
egregious discrimination and violence against Indigenous women and girls.  There is no time to 

waste; we need CFUW policy on the issue if we are to support effective action.  
 

The Current Situation in Canada: 
 

Canada’s recent responses to national international demands include the RCMP’s 2014 report 
[7] Missing and Murdered Aboriginal Women: A National Operational Overview Report This 

identified key risk factors such as employment status, social assistance, use of intoxicants, and 
sex trade involvement though these numbers were not significantly higher than non-Indigenous 

women. Recommendations included: enhancing the efforts to solve these cases including 
sharing of information with all police jurisdictions, focus on prevention efforts especially in high 

risk communities/areas, increased public awareness, and strengthening the data. 
 

Status of Women Canada introduced its “Action Plan to Address Family Violence and Violent 
Crimes against Aboriginal Women and Girls” in 2014 [8.]  

 
First Nations peoples have advocated strenuously for an inquiry and proposed action plans to 

address the situation [9.] According to the Assembly of First Nations (AFN), there are substantial 
issues an inquiry could achieve: improving social services in First Nations Communities; better 

coordination with the justice system and ensuring family members of missing and murdered 
women and girls are heard.  
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Sisters in Spirit, Native Women’s Association of Canada has been a research, education and 

policy initiative driven and led by indigenous women within the Native Women’s Association of 
Canada (NWAC). The primary goal was to conduct research and raise awareness of the 

alarmingly high rates of violence against Indigenous women and girls in Canada. The first phase 
of the SIS initiative, which began in 2005, conducted ongoing research that gathered statistical 

information on violence against Indigenous females. These initiatives asked the Government of 
Canada, Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development, to work on the eradication of violence 

within Native communities by addressing the root and systemic causes of violence as identified 
by the interim report of the Standing Committee on the Status of Women, to reconsider the need 

for a national action plan and to make targeted sustainable funds and resources available to 
experts working in partnership with Native people. 

 
But little has changed. Murders and missing women and girls in the indigenous communities in 

Canada continue to make headlines across the country. It is now over 11 years since the first 
Stolen Sisters report and there are almost 1200 cases in total of Indigenous women and girls 

who have been the targets or victims of violence. Our government must commit to a national 
strategy to improve the conditions that have perpetuated this tragic phenomenon. 

 
We, as Canadian women, recognize the travesty of this ongoing situation. We need to speak out 

and alert Canadians of the underlying right of all women, including Indigenous women and girls, 
to be protected against violence. As Canadian women who are shocked and grieved by the 

ongoing, we must show our support and willingness to contribute to the critical changes that 
must occur. 

 
It is time for the Government of Canada to take the lead and to create a dialogue with 

Indigenous leaders, including women, to solve the systemic problems which government policies 
and social and economic marginalization have exacerbated. 

Canada, as a member of the Organization of American States, has an obligation to perform due 
diligence by implementing measures and policies that address the social and economic 

disparities of Indigenous people, especially women and girls.   
Indigenous women and girls, and all Canadians, need an assurance that tangible results are 

being realized. 
 
REFERENCES (All URL’s confirmed on April 16, 2015) 
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Physician Assisted Death1 
Proposed by: CFUW Belleville & District 
 
 
RESOLVED, That the Canadian Federation of University Women urge the Government 
of Canada to create national legislation codifying an individual’s right to physician 
assisted death while simultaneously protecting individuals identified as vulnerable, and 
that this legislation includes, but is not limited to: 
 

1. Amendments to the relevant sections of the Criminal Code to allow competent 
individuals the right to choose physician assisted death; and 

 
2. The right of an individual to create a living will and advanced directive for their 

end of life care, while competent, to be legally enforceable should they 
become incapable of making those decisions. 

 
 
Background 
 
On February 6, 2015 the Supreme Court of Canada (SCC) declared the laws prohibiting 
physician-assisted death unconstitutional for “a competent adult person who (1) clearly 
consents to the termination of life and (2) has a grievous and irremediable medical condition 
(including an illness, disease or disability) that causes enduring suffering that is intolerable 
to the individual in the circumstances of his or her condition.” [1] The SCC also stated that 
“aspects of physician-assisted dying may be the subject of valid legislation by both levels of 
government.”[2]  
 
Why present this as an emergency resolution?  The SCC gave the government until 
February 2016 to comply with its ruling.  If this resolution is to go through the regular 
process it will be too late for CFUW have input.  Additionally, this is an election year and in 
a democratic society this is the greatest opportunity to affect the future.  But to influence 
PAD CFUW has to have a policy.  Policy can only be created through resolutions.  
Understanding that some issues are time sensitive is why the emergency resolution process 
exists.         
  
Without Federal legislation, PAD will be in the same legislative vacuum as abortion currently 
is in Canada.  In 1988 the SCC declared the abortion statute unconstitutional.  The 
Mulroney government opted not to write new statutes leaving abortions unregulated. [3] The 
Canadian Medical Association and the College of Physicians and Surgeons of the various 
provinces have policy.  But policy does not translate into legislation that has the power to 
ensure a woman’s constitutional right to choose.  In January 2013 the RCMP was asked by 
some Conservative MPs to investigate late stage pregnancy terminations for possible 

                                                           
1
 Dedication:  This resolution is dedicated to CFUW Belleville and District member Jean Dalziel who in September 

2014 challenged the Club to actively advocate for legislation that “would permit assisted suicide for individuals 
who meet identified criteria and who choose medically assisted death”.  Diagnosed with cancer, she died at home 
in December 2014.  In her final days, Jean wanted us to know “it was a lousy way to die”. 
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implications of homicide.[4]  New Brunswick has regulations restricting funding for abortions 
to only those deemed “medically necessary” by two physicians.  Prince Edward Island has 
no abortion services. [5] The SCC ruling was 27 years ago but legislation to codify those 
rights has not been written.  Consequently, the debate on abortion continues and women’s 
constitutional right to choose are often circumvented.  Individuals wishing to control the 
circumstances of their death will face this same scenario unless defining legislation is 
written.  
 
There are two leading reasons for Parliament to act.  First, Federal legislation would ensure 
uniformity across Canada.  People would not be forced to move between provinces and 
territories to ensure their constitutional rights. [6] Second, in defining the structure required 
to permit PAD it would ensure the right to choose would be enshrined in law while 
simultaneously protecting the vulnerable members of society and ensure the system is 
managed competently.  Carissima Mathen, a University of Ottawa law professor says no 
law would be “very dangerous and unfortunate” resulting in disputes going before a trial 
judge. [7] Concrete legislation would prevent such a bureaucratic quagmire  
 
There are those that would argue the “slippery slope”.  The report on end-of-life decision 
making in Canada by the Royal Society of Canada discussed at length the varied 
arguments presented on this issue.  They note that such “arguments can play an important 
role” if rather than refuting based on moral/political positions, they participate in creating the 
legislative safeguards required.”   The report concluded that “despite the fears of 
opponents, it is also clear that the much-feared slippery slope has not emerged following 
decriminalization”. [8] The SCC also determined that “a properly administered regulatory 
regime is capable of protecting the vulnerable from abuse or error”. [9] In Oregon about 1 in 
500 deaths happens with physician assistance.  The Netherlands continues to range 
between 3–4%. [10] It is estimated that there would be fewer than a hundred physician-
assisted deaths among the 260,000 deaths in Canada each year. [11] 
 
Another argument used against PAD is that palliative care initiatives will suffer.  As of last 
year it is estimated that only 16 – 30 % of Canadians currently have access to hospice and 
palliative care.  Close to 50% of the costs of those facilities are currently funded by 
charitable donations. [12] Oregon, which legalized PAD in 1997, “has become an American 
leader in palliative and end-of-life care.”  European states with PAD “generally offer patients 
very high quality palliative care options.”  Of the seven top ranked nations for palliative care, 
four have PAS.  Switzerland which has had PAD for decades is number one.  To compare, 
Canada is currently twentieth. [13] Creating Canada wide legislation can establish and fund 
the framework to standardize palliative care options while creating the structure for PAD. 
 
In 1996, Susan M. Wolf, a strong opponent of PAD, suggested that women were more 
vulnerable.  Information at the time showed that women more often attempted suicide less 
with the intent to die and more to resolve a situation such as pain, depression or poverty 
and easier access would result in premature death when other avenues may have suited.  
Women tend to be more self-sacrificing and there was a concern that they would be prone 
to seeking PAD out of duty to family and consideration of health care costs.  Rosemarie 
Tong expressed similar concerns. [14] The concern that physicians might reject/comply with 
a women’s wishes based on their own concept of sexism or valorization was also raised.  
The face of those seeking PAD was most often female.[15]  Ms. Wolf later re-evaluated her 
position on PAD as her father suffered from terminal cancer and died in 2007.[16]  And 
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although the information presented in 1996 may be dated the gender related issues may 
still bear watching.  Two women were at the core of the appeal to the SCC.  Social media 
bears witness to the struggle for a dignified death and the majority of faces are indeed 
female. 
 
Justice Minister Peter MacKay said “We will study the decision and ensure all perspectives 
on this difficult issue are heard,”[17]  Mr. Steven Fletcher Conservative MP, paralyzed from 
the neck down in a car accident in 1996, has already proposed two, well researched private 
member bills on assisted death, C-581 and C-582.[18].  Conservative Senator Nancy Ruth, 
supported by Liberal Senator Larry Campbell spearheaded the creation of Bill S – 225, an 
act to amend relevant statutes of the Criminal Code. [19].  In Quebec, Bill 52 – An Act 
Respecting End–of–Life Care was passed in the legislature in June 2014 by a vote of 94 to 
22.  Five years in the making this bill is doubly important in that it represents the 
collaborative efforts across party lines.[20]  The Canadian Medical Association issued a 
“Euthanasia and Assisted Death” update acknowledging that within legal constraints 
medical aid in dying may be appropriate.  The update asserts a physician’s right to refuse to 
actively assist in a planned death but affirms an obligation to release the patient to the care 
of a physician willing to support the patient’s choice. [21] the most compelling argument in 
favour of PAD comes from numerous surveys (2007, 2009, 2010 and 2014) [5] [22] all 
indicating greater than 70% of Canadians favour the right to choose PAD.  The Ipsos-Reid 
poll in September 2014 reported that 85% of those identified as disabled and 80% of 
Christians including 83% of Catholics supported PAD. [23] 
 
But Parliament needs to take one additional step.  Existing legislation and the SCC ruling 
specifies a “competent person”.  The various forms of dementia illustrate the need for 
national Advance Directive Statutes to provide a legal platform that enables a competent 
individual to specify their wishes now to be applied at a time in the future when they may no 
longer be considered competent.  Such a directive is sometimes referred to as a “living will”.  
A poll taken in 2012 indicated that only 60% of patients at high risk of dying had Advanced 
Care Directives and in the general population 86% had not heard of Advanced Care 
Directives.  
 
Gillian Bennett, a Canadian suffering from dementia, who created a blog “Deadatnoon.com” 
to bring her chronicle to the public committed suicide rather than risk existing as a 
“vegetable”.[24]  With a Federally recognized Instructional Directive she could have had 
more time.  Margot Bentley, a nurse, working in BC with dementia patients wrote eight 
years prior to her diagnosis “that her caregivers should dispense “no nourishment or liquids” 
if she was in a condition where it was clear there was no reasonable chance of recovery”.  
The combined bureaucracy represented by the institution where she resides, the Fraser 
Health Authority and the BC Supreme Court said she must be fed. [25]   
 

Summary 
 
In their unanimous decision the SCC ruled in favour of physician assisted death and gave 
Parliament 12 months to respond.  An overwhelming majority of Canadians support PAD 
and the autonomous right to choose.   
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Previous experience with the failure to create uniform laws on abortion emphasizes the 
necessity for Federal legislation on PAD to ensure accessibility when requested and a level 
of standardized care across the country. 
 
Working legislation exists in other countries.  Quebec has well researched legislation.  Two 
private member bills already exist.  The Senate has created legislation.  The Canadian 
Medical Association is supportive of PAD as is a significant majority of Canadians.  The 
framework to end needless suffering exists.  The Federal government needs to bring a 
composite of the work already done to Parliament, allow discussion, make amendments 
that ensure concerns are comprehensively addressed and write PAD into the Criminal 
Code.   
 
Concern with respect to possible abuses of PAD and erosion of palliative care services are 
not substantiated by existing data compiled in the US and Europe.  Fear of potential 
adverse consequences should not be accepted as valid arguments to overrule the will of the 
majority.  However it is prudent to ensure legislation is written to guarantee these concerns 
do not become a reality.  
 
Legislation to permit PAD means only that an individual has the option to control the 
circumstances of their death.  Physicians will also be free to not participate if that is their 
choice. 
 
Finally, protection for an adult, no longer competent, but who has clearly made choices 
through a living will must be honoured and safeguarded in legislation.  Open forums on the 
importance of creating a living will create public awareness of the necessity of such a 
document.    
 

Conclusion 
 
This resolution is about the choices we, as Canadian individuals, would like to have if facing 
significant physical and psychological pain without hope of recovery.  It is important that 
CFUW have a position on physician assisted death and support the creation of national 
legislation to define and control the parameters related to end-of-life decisions.  The SCC 
deadline of February 2016 and the pending election require this resolution be allowed to go 
before the AGM in June 2015 if CFUW is to have a voice on this issue. 
 
The Charter guarantees individuals the right to life, liberty and security of person.  There is 
no security for either position without specific legislation defining the rights and protections 
for those affected.  The safeguards to ensure all Canadians have equal access to the 
medical care of their choice can only exist with defining legislation at the Federal level.   
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