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CFUW AND THE COMMUNITY 

For CFUW Clubs, advocacy includes social action. 

It is truly the power of women working together. 

One of CFUW’s purposes is to work towards “the common good, locally”. Our clubs act as 

local change agents through community service, by partnering with other community 

groups, or working on their own.  

The 2018 CFUW Advocacy Survey revealed that most of our Clubs are involved in some 

form of community outreach, including: 

1. Projects to help alleviate homelessness/poverty or hunger  

2. Projects related to health/wellness  

3. Literacy projects  

4. Projects related to violence prevention  

5. Support for community services  

6. Community events  

Suggestions for community service projects come from engaged members who are willing 

to take the lead. The Club’s Executive Board approves the project, or, if the project 

involves budgets and expenditures, the proposal is authorized by the membership. 

Clubs actively partner with shelters for women/children, women's advisory groups or 

councils, libraries, and Grandmothers to Grandmothers, Breaking Bread for Afghanistan, 

the YW or YMCA, as well as municipal services. Over the years, clubs have been involved 

with help to refugees, from World War II to the current Syrian refugee crisis. 

Finding partner organizations, champions, engaging partners in advocacy campaigns, 

creating a coalition of groups: 

1. Members and friends – word-of-mouth is the best connection 

2. Community information service or the local library  

3. One of your speakers 

4. Occasionally, like-minded organizations approach clubs 
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Things to consider before partnering: 

1. Are the values of the organization compatible with CFUW? 

2. Are there Terms of Reference for coalitions? 

3. Who in the Club reviews and manages the partnership? 

4. How are the members involved? 

5. How do the representatives/volunteers report to the Board? 

6. Will there be newsletter articles or reports to the members? 

7. Will this be a long-term partnership or for a single event? 

8. Will the partnership be formal or more casual? 

9. Is there a written contract or a verbal agreement? 

10. How is the partnership terminated? 

Publicize the partnership and educate members about the work being done: 

1. Articles in newsletters and reports to the Executive Board 

2. Thank you notes to partners, ensuring that they remember and recognize your help 

3. Communicating with the media by submitting articles concerning work or event 

4. Using social media 

Questions to ask if your Club wants to do its own project: 

1. What is the commitment of the Club? Financial, people, the length of time and 

intensity of involvement? 

2. Who is creating the Terms of Reference? 

3. Who is responsible? 

4. How will the club raise the money? Who will handle the money? 

5. Is there a legal commitment? 

6. How many people are involved? 

7. How is the project terminated? 

8. Are governments and government grants involved? 

9. Does the project require its own Board of Directors? How will they be connected to 

the Club? 

10. Does the project need to be advertised to attract workers, recipients? 

11. What reports will go to the Club, and how often? 
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