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The Honourable Pierre Poilievre, P.C., M.P. 
Minister of State for Democratic Reform 
66 Slater Street  
Ottawa, Ontario, K1A 0A3  
Canada 
 

Dear Minister Poilievre: 

Re: Bill C-23, the Fair Elections Act 

I am writing you on behalf of the Canadian Federation of University Women (CFUW) to request 
clarification on the proposed Fair Elections Act, Bill C-23 and would appreciate your responses 
to our questions and concerns. 

We understand that the bill contains measures that will eliminate identity vouching and the use 
of the Voter Information Card as a form of voter identification. Experts, including the current and 
retired Chief Electoral Officer agree that both voting rights and voter participation will be affected 
if the bill is passed in its current form. Jean Pierre Kingsley, retired Chief Electoral Officer, 
believes that up to 320,000 voters will be disenfranchised (Power and Politics, March 26, 2014). 
While there are 39 pieces of identification accepted, this does not seem sufficient. What is the 
reasoning behind this change, and how will the Government of Canada ensure that all 
Canadians entitled to vote may do so? 
 
As it currently stands, the bill removes the ability of Election Canada to actively encourage the 
public to vote. Given that voter turnout has declined significantly in Canada, it seems that this 
function of Elections Canada is needed more than ever. Can you please examine why the 
Government of Canada believes political parties should be responsible for driving voter turnout? 
Will Elections Canada be able to continue its analysis of elections and participation? 
 
The bill will also make it possible for the party that won the most votes in a previous election to 
recommend people to act as central poll supervisors. The Chief Electoral Officer has said that 
doing so will compromise the non-partisan nature of that role. What is the rationale for this 
change?  
 

We are also interested to learn what the Government’s rationale is for moving the 
Commissioner of Canada Elections from Elections Canada, a non-partisan agency that reports 
to Parliament, to the Public Prosecutions Service of Canada, which reports to the Minister of 
Justice? What guarantees do we, the public, have that an incident of electoral malfeasance will 
be investigated fully in a fair and impartial manner, and that timely results of these investigations 
will be released to the public?  

Concerns have also been expressed about the proposed changes to fundraising rules for 
political parties during an election; in particular that the bill will exempt fundraising calls to 
anyone who has donated $20 or more in the previous five years from campaign spending 
limits.While we realize that the larger parties will appreciate this added freedom, we are 
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uncertain why the Government of Canada feels this change is necessary, and question the 
value is to the electorate as a whole? 
 
CFUW is a non-partisan, voluntary, self-funded organization with over 100 CFUW Clubs, 
located in every province across Canada. Since its founding in 1919, CFUW has been working 
to improve the status of women, and to promote human rights, public education, social justice, 
and peace. CFUW is the largest affiliate of the International Federation of University Women 
(IFUW), the leading girls’ and women’s global organization run by and for women, advocating 
for women’s rights, equality and empowerment through access to quality education and training 
up to the highest levels. 

Thank you for taking the time to answer our questions.  

 

Sincerely, 

 
Susan Murphy 
President, Canadian Federation of University Women 


