
 
 

Monday, March 21, 2016 
Mr. Mark Gerretsen, M.P. (Kingston and the Islands) 
House of Commons 
Ottawa ON 
 
Dear Mr. Gerretsen, 
 

The Canadian Federation of University Women would like to extend our fervent support for your 
Private Members Bill which amends the Employment Insurance Act and calls for the development of a 
National Maternity Assistance Program Strategy. 
 

CFUW is a non-partisan, equality-seeking, self-funded organization of close to 10,000 women in 
112 clubs across Canada. CFUW is affiliated with Graduate Women International, an international women’s 
organization headquartered in Geneva. We hold special consultative status at the United Nations Economic 
and Social Council and attend the meetings of the UN Commission on the Status of Women. 

 
Women’s full economic participation has always been a great concern of CFUW. We believe that 

true equality means that women are able to enter their chosen field, and be fully supported should they 
choose to have children, regardless of the type of labour they perform. Bill C-243 reflects the principle that 
men and women have equal opportunity to participate in all sectors of the labour force, and ensure that a 
woman’s pregnancy is not a barrier to full and equal participation.  

 
The CFUW warmly endorses the positive changes to EI maternity benefits proposed in this 

legislation, which will improve the benefit structure for women who perform dangerous jobs and as such 
are unable to work due to their pregnancy. This legislation is consistent with our organization's philosophy 
and mandate to empower and improve the status of women.  We are pleased to see that Bill C-243 also 
calls for the Minister of Employment to develop a full federal strategy to create a maternity assistance 
program to support women employed in hazardous environments. We hope that this legislation will 
encourage a larger discussion on increasing maternity assistance in all its forms, including child care.  
 
 

The Canadian Federation of University Women commends you on your plan to push this motion 
forward, and extends our support for action moving forward. 
 
 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
 
Doris Mae Oulton 
National President, Canadian Federation of University Women 


