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Canadian Federation of University Women

Fédération Canadienne des Femmes Diplômées des Universités

600 – 251 Bank Street, Ottawa, Ontario,  K2P 1X3

Telephone: (613) 234-8252     Fax: (613) 234-8221

www.cfuw.org; E-mail: cfuwgen@rogers.com

The Honourable John Baird

Minister of the Environment

Les Terrasses de la Chaudière, 10 Wellington St., 28th Floor

Gatineau, Quebec, K1A 0H3

May 1, 2007

Re: The Effects of Contamination of Great Lakes Water System on Human Health, the Ecology and Sustainable Development

Dear Minister Baird:

Clean and uncontaminated water in the Great Lakes Water system is important for the overall ecological health of the waterway and for assurance of the quality of the water.  

The Canadian Federation of University Women (CFUW) is concerned that the quality of Canada’s Great Lakes water system has deteriorated as a result of uncontrolled pathogen-contaminated ballast water
 being discharged from ocean-going vessels traveling along the St. Lawrence Seaway within the Great Lakes Water System. 

The 2006 Regulations under the Canada Shipping Act could improve the “water” health of the Great Lakes, or prevent further deterioration.  However, action has not yet been taken to regulate the treatment of ballast waters of ships entering the Great Lakes water system, even though one hundred and eighty three pathogens already have been identified.  CFUW has concerns about ecological health, the destruction of habitats and about human health as a result of unmitigated pathogen contamination that can enter the food chain.

It is time to put emergency measures in place to safeguard the Great Lakes Water System from further contamination.  Such measures would include the treatment of ballast water on board ocean-going vessels and the discharge and exchange of ballast water offshore before the Great Lakes Water system is further compromised by as yet unknown alien species and pathogens.
 

The on-board treatment of ballast water regulations recently enacted by the State of Michigan, and the offshore exchange of ballast water with sea water are two measures that could have a positive impact on Canadian Waters.

CFUW asks: 

· Is the Government of Canada signatory to the International Maritime Organization’s Ballast Water Convention which comes into effect in 2009? Under that Convention, signatory States will be required to make compulsory the on-board treatment of ballast water using the latest technologies. 

·  What other proactive measures does your Government plan to put in place to safeguard this valuable national resource and its ecology?  
· When does your Government plan to hold public hearings so that members of Civil Society can have input into how to safeguard the quality of our water systems? 

It is time to take preventive action.  For example, several native species of fish have already had significant die-offs from an alien pathogen, Viral Haemorrhagic Septicaemia (VHS) that arrived as recently as 2005.

Founded in 1919, CFUW is a voluntary, self-funded, non-partisan, non-governmental, national organization of 10 000 women university graduates in 122 Clubs across Canada that works to improve the status of women and human rights, health, justice, education, and the environment.  CFUW has special consultative status with the United Nations (ECOSOC) Committee on the Status of Women and it sits on the Education Committee of the Canadian Sub-Commission to UNESCO.  CFUW is one of 82 affiliates of the International Federation of University Women (IFUW), with consultative status with ECOSOC, UNCSW, UNHRC, CEDAW, UNESCO, UNICEF and the ILO. 

CFUW looks forward to hearing from you. 
Yours Sincerely,
Ardith Toogood, President, Canadian Federation of University Women

�CFUW Policy adopted in 2004:


Resolved, That the Canadian Federation of University Women (CFUW) urge the Government of Canada:


To establish and fully implement measures, policies and funding as recommended by the Canadian Biodiversity Convention Office in their Canadian Biodiversity Strategy to fulfill Canada’s commitment to the United Nations Convention on Biological Diversity (1992) with respect to Alien Invasive Species.


To coordinate the related efforts of departments of the federal provincial, territorial and municipal governments to prevent, control and/or eradicate these species.


Resolved, That CFUW urge the federal, provincial, territorial and municipal governments to expand and promote broader educational programs that would alert the public to the wide variety of dangers posed by alien invasive species and would inform the public of measures that can be taken by individuals to prevent, control and/or eradicate these species.





� CFUW supports the Beijing Platform for Action (1995).  Note: Strategic Objective K.2. Integrate Gender Concerns in policies and programs for sustainable development Section L. Ensure that clean water is available and accessible to all by the year 2000 and that environmental protection and conservation plans are designed and implemented to restore polluted water systems and rebuild damaged watersheds.





And also as stated in the Beijing Platform for Action Section K: Women and the Environment


Human beings are the centre of concern for sustainable development.  They are entitled to a healthy life in harmony with nature. Women have an essential role to play in the development of sustainable and ecologically sound consumption and production patterns and approaches to natural resource management, as was recognized at the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development and reflected throughout Agenda 21.  Awareness of resource depletion, the degradation of natural systems and the dangers of polluting substances has increased markedly over the past decade.
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