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The Copenhagen Conference on climate change has come and gone. No firm commitments were made to: 
 
- Adapt, mitigate or transfer technology,  
- Deal with deforestation and degradation, or to build capacity. 
- Agree on fixed targets or timetables for: 
 
1. Greenhouse gas (GHG) emission reductions,  
2. A maximum allowable temperature increase by 2020,  
3. Formal extensions of the Kyoto Protocol, or  
4. Financial commitments to adaptation and mitigation of climate change impacts, particularly in 
deforestation and degradation and on transfers, along with technology, to particularly vulnerable states: the 
least developed countries (LDCs), small island developing states (SIDS) or Africa. 
 
However, as Obama said, a small step forward was made. Meetings will continue in 2010 with a view to 
building on the Foundations established: that  
 

- Climate change is the world’s greatest political challenge,  
- There are differentiated responsibilities for contributing to the problems and differentiated capacities to 

solve them, and 
- Solutions should be science based with a maximum target of two degrees temperature increase by 

2020. 
 
It is important to recognize the different perspectives of developed, emerging and developing countries. 
Negotiations will be ongoing throughout 2010.  
 

- Developed countries wanted all countries to make proportionate commitments with the condition 
that they be measurable, reportable and verifiable by the international community (MRV); 

- Emerging economies resisted those MRV commitments as an invasion of national sovereignty;   
- Developing countries, in addition to wanting financial and technical help for adaptation and 

mitigation, also bristled at the lack of open, transparent and inclusive procedures for decision-making. 
 
It is a time for CFUW to continue its efforts. We need to work in our communities to ensure they are willing to 
forego short-term economic self-interest in the interest of humanity’s survival.  
  

- The Government of Canada needs to be kept aware that the majority of Canadians want a Canadian 
voice that is independent from that of the US, although currently the US President appears to be well 
ahead of our Prime Minister; 

- We need to continue to play our roles as individuals, as an organization and in our communities to 
encourage soft energy paths by curbing our demands on fossil fuels; and  

- We need to share in the problem solving involved not only in mitigating the effects of climate change 
here in Canada, but also in finding adaptive technologies that can then be shared with more vulnerable 
countries. 

- We need to cooperate in setting an example here in Canada of finding MRV solutions, along with urging 
our governments to persuade other countries to do likewise. 

 
So, with new insight and determination, CFUW members need to hold meeting in our Clubs, meet once 
again with MPs, write letters to Ministers and to the media. The issue of climate change is not going away, 
even though the conference doors at Copenhagen have long since closed. 
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