
 

 

 

 

 

Whose Jurisdiction is Child Care? 
Education and child care fall primarily under provincial and territorial jurisdiction.  

The provinces and territories each have their own programs of regulated child care, complete with their 

own Acts and legislation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The role of the federal government is limited to 

transferring funds to provincial and territorial 

governments.  They transfer these funds through the 

Canada Social Transfer. The federal government 

plays a direct role in providing early learning and 

child care for First Nations communities, military 

families, immigrants and refugees. 

The unique approaches of each province and 

territory have led to significant differences across the 

country in the availability and affordability of child 

care services. 
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Federal Government:  

↓ 

Transfers funds to provincial and 

territorial governments to fund 

their early childhood learning 

and childcare programs. 

Provincial &Territorial 

Governments: 

↓ 

Regulate standards, licensing 

and monitoring.  

Founded in 1919, the Canadian Federation of University Women (CFUW) is a self-funded, non-partisan, non-profit, voluntary organization.  

Close to 9,000 women from across Canada, promote women’s equality, human rights, justice and peace.  CFUW is one of 60 international 

affiliates of the Graduate Women International (GWI), an international, non-governmental organization.  CFUW is active in public affairs, 

working to raise the social, economic and legal status of women and girls and to improve education, the environment, peace, justice and 

human rights.  CFUW has special consultative status at the United Nations (ECOSOC) and serves on the Education Committee of the 

Canadian Sub-Commission to UNESCO 

 



 

A Little History  
Child care has been an in issue on the table in Canada for decades, but no government has yet 

implemented a national child care system. It has long been recognized by advocates that a universal, 

publicly-funded child care service is what is needed, as opposed to tax deductions or cash incentives.  

Below is a short history of child care in Canada.  

                            

 

 

 

 

 

    

  

 

 

 

In 2006 the Harper Government introduced the Universal Child Care Benefit, as well as a tax credit for 

day cares in businesses. The universal child-care benefit did not spur the creation of quality or 

affordable child care, and few businesses took advantage of the tax credit. 

 

1970 

Royal Commission on 

the Status of Women 

Proposes a National 

Child Care Program 

1986 

The Task Force on Child 

Care 

 

1987 

Special Parliamentary 

Committee on Child 

Care 

 

2005 

Foundations Program 

 

↓ 

Among the many 

ground-breaking 

recommendations, 

the Royal 

Commission urged 

the federal 

government to 

immediately take 

steps to enter an 

agreement with the 

provinces leading to 

a national Day-Care 

Act, where the 

federal government 

would cost-share 

the building and 

running of day-care 

centres.  

↓ 

Liberal Government 

commissions BC 

sociologist Katie 

Cooke to lead the 

Task Force on Child 

Care. The report 

urged for a national 

plan on child care. 

In 1986, the newly 

elected PC 

Government 

shelves the report.   

↓ 

Mulroney 

Government sets up 

all-party 

Parliamentary Task 

Force on child care. 

The Conservative 

Sharing the 

Responsibility 

recommended tax 

breaks for parents 

and business 

incentives, 

subjecting them to 

widespread 

criticism for not 

building child care 

centres for the 

children needing 

spaces.   

↓ 

The minority Liberal 

Government 

pledges $5 billion 

over 5 years to fund 

bilateral 

agreements with 

provinces to 

establish a national 

child care system. 

Social Development 

Minister Ken 

Dryden reached 

deals with all 10 

provinces. When 

the Conservative 

Government won 

the 2006 federal 

election, they 

immediately 

cancelled all of the 

bilateral 

agreements.  

http://owjn.org/owjn_2009/legal-information/aboriginal-law/197
http://owjn.org/owjn_2009/legal-information/aboriginal-law/197


 

Child Care in 2016  
The new Liberal Government has promised to create a national framework on child care. As of 

February, we are still not clear on what that framework will look like. 

The Ministers responsible are Jean-Yves Duclos, Minister of Families Children and Social 

Development, and Maryann Mihychuk, Minister of Employment, Workforce Development 

and Labour.  

After election, Prime Minister Trudeau promised to invest $20 billion into “social 

infrastructure”. While it is yet unclear what will be covered by that fund, child care advocates 

across Canada are lobbying for a national child care system to be funded.  

 

Why Does this Matter to CFUW?  
A national child care system is a mechanism that would enhance the status of women across 

Canada. As an organization that advocates for the economic empowerment, the issue of child 

care is a priority. Care work falls chiefly on the shoulders of women – often unpaid, and at the 

expense of other aspects of their lives. A nationally-funded child care system would allow 

millions of women to enter and remain in the workforce, promoting their economic 

empowerment, independence and overall equality.  


