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Indigenous Peoples and Resources 

Since 1967 CFUW has pursued policy to support increased funding and programs for Aboriginal Education. Some of our policies 
include instituting programs to encourage increased attendance, to strengthen adult education programs on reserves, to establish a 
long-term plan to increase the graduation rate of Aboriginal peoples, and to increase resources and funding to support things such as 
early childhood education, school infrastructure and equipment, student assessment facilities, and skills and development. 

The Liberal Government has made it clear that a renewed relationship with the Indigenous peoples of Canada is top priority, and shall 
be approached nation-to-nation. This revived relationship has spurred increased interest in Aboriginal Education and CFUW’s positions 
on the topic. In light of this, we have provided a series of tools and resources for our members to find more information on the topic, to 
inform future policy recommendations or local action. 

The NFB has an extensive collection of films by and about Indigenous Peoples. A good place to begin is with this article by First Nations 
director and writer, Gil Cardinal and his suggested viewing list of 7 films. 
 
Suggested Films: 
 Foster Child: In this documentary, filmmaker Gil Cardinal searches for his biological family to try and understand how he ended up 

in foster care as an infant. 
 Circle of the Sun: This short documentary by Colin Low is an invitation to a gathering of the Blood Indians of Alberta - as the Sun 

Dance is captured on film for the first time. 
 You Are on Indian Land: The film shows the confrontation between police and a 1969 demonstration by Mohawks of the St. Regis 

Reserve on the bridge between Canada and the United States near Cornwall, Ontario. 
 The Other Side of the Ledger: An Indian View of the Hudson's Bay Company: George Manual, President of the National Indian 

Brotherhood, narrates this film to document the point of view of Indian peoples on the Hudson's Bay Company's 300th anniversary 
celebration. 

 Is the Crown at war with us?: Alanis Obomsawin casts her nets into history to provide a context for the events on Miramichi Bay. 
 Totem: The Return of the G'psgolox Pole: This feature-length documentary traces the journey of the Haisla people to reclaim the 

G'psgolox totem pole that went missing from their British Columbia village in 1929. 
 The Ballad of Crowfoot: This short film examines the situation of Aboriginal people in North America through the figure of Crowfoot, 

the legendary 19th-century Blackfoot leader of the Plains. 
 We Were Children: s story of two children who experience the residential school system, suffering abuse, the effects of which last 

their whole lives. 
 Where Are the Children 
 
 
 

https://www.nfb.ca/playlists/gil-cardinal/aboriginal-voice-national-film-board-/
https://www.nfb.ca/playlists/aboriginal-voice-national-film-board-/viewing/foster_child
https://www.nfb.ca/playlists/aboriginal-voice-national-film-board-/viewing/circle-of-the-sun
https://www.nfb.ca/playlists/aboriginal-voice-national-film-board-/viewing/you_are_on_indian_land
https://www.nfb.ca/playlists/aboriginal-voice-national-film-board-/viewing/other_side_of_the_ledger
https://www.nfb.ca/playlists/aboriginal-voice-national-film-board-/viewing/is_the_crown_at_war_with_us
https://www.nfb.ca/playlists/aboriginal-voice-national-film-board-/viewing/totem_the_return_of_the_gpsgolox_pole
https://www.nfb.ca/playlists/aboriginal-voice-national-film-board-/viewing/ballad_of_crowfoot
http://www.nfb.ca/film/we_were_children/trailer/we_were_children_trailer/
http://wherearethechildren.ca/en
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Videos: 
 The Agenda with Steve Paikin: Stolen Lives (The Agenda also features several other videos discussing Aboriginal Education. Simply 

search “Aboriginal Education” on www.tvo.org to find them). 
 “Breaking the Cycle” - a video by the Globe and Mail about Dennis Franklin Cromarty High School, a high school run by the Northern 

Nishnawbe Education Council, and how they are re-imagining Aboriginal education. 
 
Articles: 
 Maclean’s article resources on Aboriginal Education 
 “Readings in Aboriginal Education”. Mi’kmag Maliseet Institute – The Atlantic Region Centre for First Nations Education. 
 “Why Fixing First Nations Education Remains so Far out of Reach” (August 2014). Tamsin McMahon for Maclean’s. 
 “Debunking the Myth that All First Nations People Receive Free Post-Secondary Education” (January 2016). Lenard Monkman, 

CBC. 
 
Books: 
 
See also the CBC Books recommendations of 12 Books by Indigenous Women You Should Read. 
 

Title Author Comments 

Non-fiction literature 

The Dispossessed Geoffrey York History and depiction of aboriginal conditions as of 1989. 

The Inconvenient 
Indian 

Thomas King A look at experience of aboriginal peoples in Canada and US. 

Back to the Red Road Florence Kaefer and Edward 
Gamblin 

True story of residential school teacher and students who meet 
up later in life 

Up Ghost River Edmund Metatawabin Memoir of a residential school survivor. 

A Fair Country John Ralston Saul How Canada has been influenced and shaped by aboriginal 
ideas and values 

http://tvo.org/video/programs/the-agenda-with-steve-paikin/stolen-lives
http://www.tvo.org/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/national/breaking-the-cycle-inside-a-high-school-that-is-reimagining-indigenous-education/article25146175/
http://www.macleans.ca/tag/aboriginal.education/
http://www.unb.ca/fredericton/education/mmi/_resources/img/resource/mmi-readings-in-aboriginal-education.pdf
http://www.macleans.ca/news/canada/why-fixing-first-nations-education-remains-so-far-out-of-reach/
http://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2016/feb/01/as-an-aboriginal-woman-ive-learned-education-is-essential-to-our-freedom
http://www.cbc.ca/books/2015/08/12-books-by-indigenous-women-you-should-read.html
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Title Author Comments 

The Comeback John Ralston Saul How aboriginal peoples are reclaiming power and influence, 
and rebuilding relationships 

Fatty Legs Margaret Pokiak-Fenton, et al Children’s book : Inuit girl attends residential school, deals with 
cruelty 

Broken Circle Theodore Fontaine 
 

Fiction 

Indian Horse Richard Wagamese An Ojibway man’s journey back through his life, including 
residential school 

The Orenda Joseph Boyden Set in 1600’s, early encounter of Huron and Jesuit missionaries 

Three Day Road Joseph Boyden Story of two Cree snipers during WWI, and journey home after 

Through Black Spruce Joseph Boyden Novel of modern-day aboriginal life in city and forest 

In Search of April 
Raintree 

Beatrice Culleton Mosionier Story of two Métis sisters, long-term effects of colonisations, 
racism, etc. 

Film 

We Were Children NFB – 83 minutes Account of residential school experiences of two survivors 

Where Are the 
Children 

Legacyofhope.ca – 27 minutes Photos and survivor interviews 

L’Empreinte Les productions ISKA (fr.) Explores French-Canadian origins and influence of Native 
American identity and values 

 
 



  

4 | P a g e  
 

Official and Government Reports: 
 “Reforming First Nations Education: From Crisis to Hope” (December 2011). Report of the Standing Committee on Aboriginal 

Peoples, Senate of Canada. 
 Assembly of First Nations “A Portrait of First Nations Education” (2012). 
 “Canada’s Education System Failing Aboriginal Students: Report” (September 2015). Oliver Sachgau, The Globe and Mail. 
 “Key Policy Issues in Aboriginal Education: An Evidence-Based Approach” (2012). The Council of Ministers of Education, Canada. 
 
Organizations: 
 First Nations Education Initiative Incorporated (FNEII) 
 Elephant Thoughts: First Nations Education 
 Ontario Teachers’ Federation: Aboriginal Education 
 Queen’s University Guide to Canadian Aboriginal Resources 
 University of Toronto OISE: Deepening Knowledge, Resources for and About Aboriginal Education 

http://www.parl.gc.ca/content/sen/committee/411/appa/rep/rep03dec11-e.pdf
http://www.afn.ca/uploads/files/events/fact_sheet-ccoe-3.pdf
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/national/canadas-education-system-failing-aboriginal-students-report/article26246592/
http://www.cmec.ca/Publications/Lists/Publications/Attachments/295/Key-Policy-Issues-in-Aboriginal-Education_EN.pdf
http://fneii.ca/
http://www.elephantthoughts.com/school-programs/#first-nations-school-programs
ttp://www.otffeo.on.ca/en/resources/useful-links/aboriginal-education/
http://library.queensu.ca/webedu/grad/aboriginal.pdf
http://www.oise.utoronto.ca/deepeningknowledge/Teacher_Resources/Lesson_Plans/index.html

