
 

 

FACTS AND SUCCESS STORIES ABOUT REFUGEES AND ASYLUM SEEKERS 

Help get the facts known about refugees and stand up to intolerance. Share our 

compilation of facts and success stories at dinner with your family, in your club 

meetings, on your website, newsletter and on social media! 

 

Hastags: #Refugees #WeWelcomeRefugees #EndtheGlobalRefugeeCrisis 

#RefugeeRights 

 

1) The Global Refugee Crisis is getting worse 

The global refugee population under the UNHCR’s mandate has now reached 25.4 

million, which is referred to as “the global refugee crisis”. Developing countries host a 

disproportionate number of the world’s refugees. In fact, 85% of the world’s refugees 

are concentrated in developing countries, with one third of them in the world’s least 

developed countries.   

 

2) Canada does not have a refugee crisis 

Canada is not currently experiencing a refugee crisis. The levels of asylum claims, 

although higher than usual, are comparable to 2001 levelsi. Canada’s refugee intake 

represents a mere 0.2% of the world’s refugee population, and incoming refugees 

represented just 0.13% of the overall Canadian population last year.  

 

3) The effects of the Canada-U.S. Safe Third Country Agreement 

The increase in irregular entries in Canada is caused principally by the Canada-U.S. 

Safe Third Country Agreement. The Canada-U.S. Safe Third Country Agreement 

requires that asylum seekers make their refugee claims in the first “safe country” in 

which they arrive.  This means that any asylum seekers arriving in the U.S. and then 

going to an official entry point at the Canadian border are turned away. 

 

4) “Illegal” or “Irregular” Crossings? 

Both international and domestic laws are clear – asylum seekers that are crossing the 

Canada-U.S. border are not illegal. According to Article 31 of the Convention related 

to the Status of Refugees, refugees are not to be penalized by the State for how they 

enter. Asylum seekers, however, have to report to the authorities without delay and 

present a “good cause” for their presence.  

 

5) Migrants/Asylum Seekers/Refugees: What is the difference? 

The term migrant is a broad term that describes “any person who is moving or has 

moved across an international border or within a State away from his/her habitual 

place of residence”.ii 

The term refugee is defined in article 1 of the 1951 Refugee Convention as an 

individual fleeing armed conflict or persecution that has crossed a border to seek 

refuge and protection in another country. An asylum seeker is an individual who has 

submitted a refugee claim to another country and is waiting for their claim to be 

processed in order to receive official refugee status. Therefore, all refugees are initially 

asylum seekers.  



 

 

Both the terms “refugee” and “asylum seekers” relate to a legal status defined and 

protected by international law. This is why using the right term becomes crucial. 

Talking about these individuals as migrants creates confusion and fails to 

acknowledge their rights. 

 

6) Refugees do not receive more income support and benefits than Canadian 

pensioners 

This is a persistent myth that has been circulated in email chains and on social media. 

The government and the Canadian Council for Refugees have set the record straight. 

Find out more here. 

 

Success stories:  

 

Historically, refugees have contributed to building a diverse and rich Canadian society. 

There are countless success stories of refugees resettling in Canada. Here are only a 

few of them! 

 

 Share the story of Al-Hairiri and his family sponsored by a community group in 

Antigonish, Nova Scotia! Al-Hairiri worked with International Relief and 

Development to end child marriage and support the education of children in 

the refugee camps where he was staying. He is now living in Canada with his 

wife, daughter and mother and aims to complete an undergraduate degree. 

https://www.globalcitizen.org/en/content/syrian-refugee-resettled-in 

canada/?utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=social&utm_content=global&u

tm_campaign=general-content&linkId=55682947 

 

  Video link here; https://vimeo.com/285548243 

 

 5 former refugees who built successful businesses in Canada: 

https://www.cbc.ca/dragonsden/blog/successful-refugee-business-owners-in-

canada 

 

 Learn about this Canadian chocolate company founded by Syrian refugees: 

https://nationalpost.com/news/canada/refugee-chocolatier-names-new-bar-

after-the-mikmaq-word-for-peace 

 

 Share the findings of professor Lori Wilkinson on the successful economic 

integration of refugees: http://www.themanitoban.com/2017/10/successful-

economic-integration-refugees/32544/ 

 

For more facts about refugees and immigrants in Canada check out: 

https://thecic.org/popular-misconceptions-about-canadian-immigration-and-refugees/ 

i Grant, Tavia. “Are asylum seekers crossing into Canada illegally? A look at facts behind controversy”, August 2018, URL  

https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/article-asylum-seekers-in-canada-has-become-a-divisive-and-confusing-issue-a/ 

ii IOM. “Who is a migrant”, 2018, URL https://www.iom.int/who-is-a-migrant 
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