
 

 

The Global Refugee Crisis 

 

The UNHCR reports another record number of forcibly displaced people for 

the year 2017, with 68.5 million individuals forced to leave their home as a 

result of persecution, conflict, violence or human rights violations.i Since 

2012, which marks the beginning of the Syrian conflict, the number of forcibly 

displaced people continues to reach record highs, year after year. The global 

refugee population under the UNHCR’s mandate has now reached 25.4 

million, which is referred to as “the global refugee crisis”. Developing 

countries host a disproportionate number of the world’s refugees. In fact, 

85% of the world’s refugees are concentrated in developing countries, with 

one third of them in the world’s least developed countries.   

Current Situation in Canada 

Canada is not currently experiencing a refugee crisis. The levels of asylum 

claims, although higher than usual, are comparable to 2001 levelsii. 

Canada’s refugee intake represents a mere 0.2% of the world’s refugee 

population, and incoming refugees represented just 0.13% of the overall 

Canadian population last year.  

However, the Office of the UNHCR in Canada does report an increased 

number of asylum seekers crossing irregularly the Canada-U.S. border.iii 

This increase in irregular entries coincides with the elections of the current 

U.S. President, and is caused principally by the Canada-U.S. Safe Third 

Country Agreementiv.  

Canada’s International Obligations 

Canada is a signatory of the 1951 Refugee Convention, the legal document 

defining and governing refugee rights as well as legal obligations of States. 

The Convention’s cornerstone is the principle of non-refoulement (Article 33) 

which states that (with some exceptions) refugees should not be returned to 

a country where s/he faces serious threats to her/his life or freedom.  

The current global protectionist and militarized approach to borders by 

developed countries is contributing to increased suffering of displaced 

populations by making them highly vulnerable to violence, sexual violence, 

torture, trafficking and exploitationv. This is in violation of several human 

rights conventions, including the 1951 Refugee Convention.  
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RESOLVED, that the Canadian 

Federation of University Women 

urgently urges the Federal Government 

of Canada to provide and expand the 

resources, training, counselling, and 

infrastructure to the appropriate 

municipal, provincial, territorial, and 

federal entities to ensure an efficient 

and effective refugee claims system;  

RESOLVED, that the Canadian 

Federation of University Women urges 

the Federal Government of Canada to 

protect the world’s most vulnerable by 

continuing to increase the number of 

vetted refugees and asylum seekers 

accepted, settled, and integrated into 

the country now and onward, after the 

measures outlined in resolved clause #1 

have been initiated;  

RESOLVED, that the Canadian 

Federation of University Women urges 

the Federal Government of Canada to 

suspend the Canada/US Safe Third 

Country Agreement. 
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Universal Pharmacare 

 

CFUW is a non-partisan, self-funded organization with over 100 CFUW Clubs, located in every province across Canada. Since its founding in 1919, 

CFUW has been working to improve the status of women, and to promote human rights, public education, social justice, and peace.  CFUW with its 

member Clubs awards over $1 million in scholarships, bursaries and fellowships to help women and girls pursue post-secondary education each year. 

It holds special consultative status with the United Nations (ECOSOC) and belongs to the Education Committee of the Canadian Commission for 

UNESCO. 

Universal Pharmacare 

The Canada/US Safe Third Country Agreement 

The Canada-U.S. Safe Third Country Agreement imposes that asylum seekers make their refugee claims in the 

first “safe country” in which they arrive.  This means that any asylum seekers arriving in the U.S. and then going 

to an official entry point at the Canadian border are turned away. But if asylum seekers issue a claim once they 

are on Canadian soil, their claim has to be processed by the Canadian government, which explains the growth 

in irregular entries. The increased vulnerability irregular entries generate for individuals and families seeking 

refuge in Canada was sadly highlighted when Mavis Otuteye, a woman from Ghana, lost her life back in winter 

2017 while attempting to make her way to Canada.vi  

Since the adoption of the Canada-U.S. Safe Third Country Agreement in 2001, we have seen a securitization of 

U.S. migration policies and laws that are inconsistent with the 1951 Refugee 

Convention and several other human rights conventions. In 2015, anti-

terrorist laws enabled the United States to massively reject asylum claims 

mostly from Colombian individuals based on “ties to terrorism”.vii In 2017, 

newly elected President Trump signed an executive order which denied 

entry into the U.S. for 90 days, for citizens of seven Muslim-majority 

countries, for 120 days for refugees, and indefinitely for Syrian refugees. In 

2018, the U.S. President issued a number of orders that not only criminalized 

asylum seekers and migrants, but that has caused the separation and 

detention of more than 3,000 children from their parents or legal guardian. 

The recent blatant violation of human rights in the U.S. reinforces our belief 

that Canada’s compliance to international human rights conventions should 

not be dependent on the U.S. and that the Canada- U.S. Safe Third Country 

Agreement needs to be suspended immediately.   

What can Canada do? 

Canada has the legal and moral obligation to do more to solve the global refugee crisis. Canada must continue 

to show leadership and spark international solidarity towards refugees by a) allocating adequate resources to 

ensure successful refugee resettlement and integration, b) increasing its own refugee intake, as well as by c) 

immediately suspending the Canada-U.S. Safe Third Country Agreement. 
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“Illegal” or “Irregular” Crossings? 

Both international and domestic laws 

are clear – asylum seekers that are 

crossing the Canada-U.S. border are not 

illegal. According to Article 31 of the 

Convention related to the Status of 

Refugees, refugees are not to be 

penalized by the State for how they 

enter. Asylum seekers, however, have 

to report to the authorities without 

delay and present a “good cause” for 

their presence.  
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