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 Students Graduate from Gawharshad Institute of Higher Education


Who is UWHAW?
Inspired by Dr. Samar, who spoke at the 2010 CFUW AGM on the plight of Afghan women and girls, CFUW-Ottawa members formed a study group “University Women Helping Afghan Women” (UWHAW) committed to:
· On going learning about the issues facing Afghan women and girls
· Raising public awareness of these issues, locally, nationally and internationally
· Supporting Afghan women and girls help themselves with emphasis on post secondary education

UWHAW Relates to CFUW and GWI:
Encouraging education and human rights for women is the basis of CFUW’s purpose.  UWHAW works carefully with the CFUW-Ottawa Board, within the mission and mandate of CFUW, and through it with GWI (formerly IFUW). 

UWHAW Membership Numbers:
With nearly 500 members in the CFUW-Ottawa club, UWHAW has been fortunate to attract some 50 members to its group to share the work. While activities highlighted below would not 

be possible in much smaller clubs, they are included to share ideas and options and to perhaps encourage the concept of a couple of clubs working together on a relevant project.

UWHAW Actions to Date:
· To learn:
We network extensively, talk and ask questions, invite speakers to 


our monthly sessions, attend relevant lectures and symposia, use social 


media and read widely.
· To Raise Public Awareness of the Issues:



We speak at club and community events, and at local, national and 


international meetings.   We gave a seminar paper and led a workshop 


at the International Federation of University Women Triennial 



Conference in Istanbul in 2013, led a Parallel Session at the United 


Nations Commission on the Status of Women in New York, and spoke at 


the Women Graduates-USA  AGM and Conference in Salt Lake City in 


2014, with have more invitations for 2015.  We manage a Facebook 


page and Twitter account that are depositories for comprehensive and 


always current information. We write letters to elected officials and to 


the editor, and have submitted articles to national publications. We 


support the work of other NGOs who share our vision. 
· To support Afghan women and girls:  


We plan fundraising events for scholarships for girls at Dr. Sima Samar's 


Gawharshad Institute of Higher Education in Kabul.  ($600 provides one 


scholarship for a year.) "Our" first girls graduated in January 2015 and 


we have started another group of twenty. We help Afghan contacts we 


have made with language support and others with camaraderie through 

difficult times.  They help us with accuracy, strategy and further leads. 


We are working with women graduates in Afghanistan to support  


them as they build their own association. 
Our Work is not Done:

Impressive gains have been made in Afghanistan but they are fragile. We need to continue our work as the women and girls determine to help themselves in a country transitioning from dependence on international aid to one of self-reliance and independence.  It will be a long process. Afghan women are asking international women to be their voice outside and through CFUW and Graduate Women’s International (formerly IFUW) we can be a voice.  We must ensure the world’s eye remains on Afghanistan, that Canada continues its diplomatic and development partnership, and that our government’s promises to the women are kept. 
An Opportunity to Join a Broad CFUW Network: 

A CFUW International Relations Study Group, The Afghanistan Study Group is in place ready to welcome CFUW members across the country who would like to join as individuals, keep abreast of the progress being made in Afghanistan and the issues still facing its women and girls.  Together we can connect to interesting people, share contacts, reading lists, website links, a Resource Kit and ideas for action. Join kindred spirits and have fun working together as we help Afghan women help themselves. Jointly we can talk with them, not just about them. Technology can link us in Canada,  and across the world to our international family at Graduate Women International (GWI, formerly IFUW) .

 
For further details please contact:  Hally Siddons at hally@siddons.ca

