
MOOC/mu:k/ 
A MOOC (massive open online 
course) is an online course aimed at 
unlimited participation and open 
access via the web. In addition to 
traditional course materials such as 
filmed lectures, readings, and problem 
sets, many MOOCs provide interactive 
user forums to support community 
interactions among students, 
professors, and teaching assistants 
(TAs).

MOOC Subjects:
Think courses in every academic field 
from the esoteric to the practical. 

Oakville Club topics this year included:

Hamlet’s Ghost; How to Learn: 
Powerful Mental Tools to Help You 
Master Tough Subjects Hollywood: 
History, Industry and Art; Useful 
Genetics: How Our Genes Shape Us; 
Morality of Everyday Life; First Nights: 
Handel’s Messiah; The Science of 
Everyday Thinking

LOOKING FOR A NEW INTEREST GROUP IDEA? 

STEPS WHO ACTIVITY

ONE Group Selects MOOC for study: Group member 
volunteers to lead next month’s discussion.

TWO Individual Registers with Institution providing the MOOC

THREE Individual Enrols in MOOC

FOUR Individual Studies online indepently course materials 
including video and written materials. May 
also choose to complete quizzes and join 
online discussion boards

FIVE Group In between meetings, our group used a 
closed Facebook page to post questions, 
comments, etc.  We also use Facebook to 
post possible MOOCs for study and track 
attendance at meetings. 

SIX Group Members reconvene to discuss course 
materials in the context of their lives and 
experience. 

‘LEARN BY MOOC’ INTEREST GROUP 
STEP-BY-STEP

Where To Find MOOC’s
The following are well known MOOC 
providers:

www.edx.org
www.coursera.org
www.futurelearn.org

You can also google MOOC to find 
additional titles and providers.

CFUW Oakville Club experimented this year with a new 
interest group.  We combined two concepts - book club 
meets MOOC. MOOCs are offered by major universities from 
around the world such as Harvard, Yale, University of 
Toronto, Queensland University, Ecole Polytechnique 
Federale de Lausane, etc.

The advantage of a MOOC is:
• Location doesn’t matter you just require an Internet 

connection.
• Most MOOCs are offered for free.
• Classes are available 7/24 so they fit around your 

schedule.

‘Learn by MOOC’ Members reflect…

“…a wonderful opportunity for members … to tackle complex 
topics. Group self-education!.”

“Being prodded to investigate the world of MOOCs has 
reminded me how easy it is to find fun, intriguing, thought-
provoking courses”

http://www.edx.org
http://www.coursera.org
http://www.futurelearn.org
http://www.edx.org
http://www.coursera.org
http://www.futurelearn.org

