
Ask the Parliamentarian – Dues Increase Motion  

Elizabeth Haynes has been a member of CFUW for 20 years.  She has held positions 

as president of CFUW Muskoka and CFUW Windsor, chair of the Ontario Council 

Status of Women & Human Rights and Education Standing Committees, Regional 

Director Ontario West and CFUW Director of Strategic Planning.  Her experiences in 

these positions led her to an interest in studying parliamentary procedure and receiving 

certification as a Registered Parliamentarian with the National Association of 

Parliamentarians (NAP).   

 

Question:  At the AGM we will consider a motion to increase dues that does not 

include the amount of the dues increase.  Does this mean a vote in favour of the 

motion will give the board a blank check to raise dues as much as they wish? 

Answer:  A vote in favour of the motion is not issuing a blank check. A definite 

amount will be filled into the blank before the motion is voted on.   Clubs should 

consider what they feel is a reasonable dues increase that permits CFUW to fulfill its 

financial obligations based on financial information distributed by the VP of Finance.  

They should also consider what is the maximum increase they are willing to support.  

Voting instructions to delegates should be clear as to whether an amount is being 

proposed to fill the blank and whether that is the only amount that would be acceptable 

to the club membership. 

For example:  A club might wish to propose $10 as the amount to fill the blank, but they 

may be willing to pay as much as $35.  If that was the case, the delegate would propose 

$10 while proposals are being received.  When the proposals to fill the blank are voted 

on, the delegate could vote in favour of any amount that is $35 or less, or vote no on all 

proposals higher than $10. Once the blank is filled, the delegate could vote in favour a 

dues increase in any amount that was $35 or less.  On the other hand, the delegate 

would have to vote no on the motion if the blank was filled with any amount greater than 

$35. 

Question:  What vote is needed to fill a blank?  What vote is needed to adopt a 

motion to increase dues. 

Answer:  A majority vote is sufficient to fill the blank, but a 2/3 vote is needed to 

adopt a motion to increase dues.   

Question:  If CFUW financial obligations were decreased as a result of actions 

taken earlier in the meeting, could the motion to decrease dues be put forward? 

Answer:  The motion to decrease dues would not be necessary. The motion to 

increase dues could be amended by striking “increase” and inserting “decrease.”  

 



Still have questions?  Forward them to Elizabeth Haynes at:   

asktheparliamentarian@fcfdu.org 
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