
 
GWI President’s Response to CFUW President’s Question 

 
On June 16, 2017 Grace Hollett, CFUW President, wrote Geeta Dessi, GWI 

President, asking where GWI had recorded the payment of CHF 30,000 to the 
Clinton initiative “Collaboratively Harnessing Ambition and Resources for 
Girls’ Education (CHARGE)”. The reference to this transaction was a sentence in 

the GWI Board Minutes of March 18, 2017  “At the previous Executive 
Director’s direction, GWI funds in the amount of $30,000 were given to 

this initiative.”  
 
The response of the GWI President is recorded below.  
 
 
Hi Grace: 
 
Yes, I realize that the March Minutes say that. 
 
1) Why was CHF 30,000 mentioned in the Minutes? 

 In February, 2017, Stacy, in trying to find out more about the CGI and our role 
in it, had called a GWI  ex - employee Caroline Stafell because she had been 
the one who was dealing with this before she left. 

 So the CHF 30,000 was hearsay from Caroline. 

 You're right, it should be recorded on the books. We went over the books and 
couldn't find it - so we believe that it did not happen. 

 Since the last 10 months have been a bit of a journey, we have discussed 
speculation (like the payment of the 30,000 ) so these do appear in the 
Minutes. 
 

 In future Minutes, we will be referring to the fact that we did not find the 
payment of 30,000.  

 We are very sure that no funds were sent to the CGI but would like to wait for 
the audit before correcting this information in future Minutes 

2) Why did we write a report?  

 The CGI explained to us that they, like so many other foundations, do not 
take pledges that have been made, off their books. They prefer to write them 
off if they are not fulfilled. They said we did not have to fulfill. 
 



 But, they do insist on a progress report. So, Stacy went through the last year 
or two and noted all the leadership and mentorship workshops provided by 
previous GWI staff as well as progress in mentorship and leadership in the 
Rural Futures project and wrote a report. 

 In her report, she said that these workshops and trainings were funded by 
Global Giving, the crowdfunding site, which does fund the Rural Projects 
Future with funds for leadership and training. We also sent the Escalade 
funds that we ( this board) raised (Escalade is a small Geneva - based 
fundraiser) to Rural Futures teachers' training.   

3) Why do we say that we have a commitment to CHARGE for the foreseeable 
future? 

 The pledge having been made in the first place by the previous board, the 
current Board is committed to providing periodic reports for the foreseeable 
future.  
 

 Providing reports, even if it is to say that we were unable to provide 
workshops, is something we have to continue to do at least for the 
foreseeable future 
 

 We say foreseeable future because we believe that there have been some 
changes at the CGI itself and in the USA, under the new President, many of 
the programs that supported girls will end. And donors are backing off 
commitments until there is clarity of future direction. 
 

 So, we are not even sure if CHARGE will continue 
 

 So, report-writing is the only commitment we have  

4) Do we have a financial Commitment to CGI? 

 No, categorically not 

5) Did we ever give funds to the CGI? 

 No, categorically not 

Grace, I'm sorry that this is such a tortuously complicated thing. But I'm hoping 
that everyone will understand that not only did we not give a donation to CGI but 
that we have no current and future financial commitment. 
 
Sincerely 
Geeta 
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