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November 6, 2017 

 
VIA EMAIL 
 
TO: CFUW Members  
 
Re:  GWI Motions and other related issues 
Re: Our File #: m1547  

 
 
As indicated in CFUW‘s recent correspondence to members, our legal opinion was sought regarding 
the legality of the motions proposed by GWI for consideration by an electronic vote that was held 
October 23-24, 2017.  Attached is our letter to GWI in this regard and expressing CFUW’s concerns 
about the repeated failure by GWI to respond fully to CFUW’s requests for information related to 
the financial affairs of the organization.  
 
We understand that the Board of CFUW takes seriously its fiduciary obligation to supervise and 
manage the financial affairs of CFUW.  We have been consulted on a number of occasions about the 
impact that uncertainty about the dues owed to GWI might have on the financial sustainability of 
CFUW, particularly when CFUW has such fundamental questions regarding the propriety of the 
financial management of GWI.  We have noted that while CFUW is a member of GWI and, as a 
consequence, has an obligation under the GWI Constitution to pay membership dues to GWI, that 
obligation does not take precedence over the Board of CFUW’s fiduciary obligation to ensure the 
overall financial sustainability of CFUW.   
 
Further, under the GWI Constitution, GWI has obligations to CFUW that it is seemingly failing to 
comply with by not consulting with the members in a manner that is consistent with its Constitution, 
by not conducting an audit of its financial affairs in a timely way, and by not responding fully to 
CFUW’s reasonable and repeated requests for information. 
 
We have advised the CFUW Board that as long as the CFUW by-laws require that it remain a 
member of GWI, it should do all that is possible, without jeopardizing the financial sustainablility 
of CFUW, to remain a member in good standing.  This would include ensuring that any dues 
collected from members for the purpose of maintaining the membership in GWI are used for that 
purpose.  However, we have also advised the CFUW Board that it may bring forward further motions 
to amend the by-laws and leave GWI if it believes it is in the best interests of CFUW to do so.   
 
Further, should the membership of  GWI approve an increase to the membership dues that CFUW 
is unable to collect from its members, the Board has been advised that it is not required to put the 
overall financial health of CFUW at risk to meet an obligation to pay such an increase in membership 
dues. 
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The attached letter to GWI deals also with the issue of obtaining assurance from GWI, through the 
Clinton Foundation, that there is no liability to GWI or its NFAs for failure to fulfil the pledge of 
services of $7.8 Million dollars US to the Clinton Foundation.  While the Swiss Civil Code suggests 
that there is no liability for the members of an organization such as GWI in respect of commitments 
such as this, the Board of CFUW felt it was important to obtain confirmation in writing from the 
Clinton Foundation through GWI that no obligation continues to exist. 
 
Yours truly, 
DRACHE APTOWITZER LLP 
 
 
 
Karen Cooper 
 


