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CFUW [Insert Club name] has more than [insert number] local women in [insert name of town/city]. It is part of CFUW National, a non-partisan, voluntary, self-funded organization with over 100 Clubs, located in every province across Canada. Each year CFUW clubs raise close to $1 million in scholarships for women’s post-secondary education. Since its founding in 1919, CFUW has been working to improve the status of women, and to promote human rights, public education, social justice, and peace. It holds special consultative status with the United Nations (ECOSOC) and belongs to the Education Committee of the Canadian Commission for UNESCO. CFUW is the largest affiliate of the International Federation of University Women (IFUW), which represents women worldwide.
Contact:
[Insert your Club’s contact information]
CFUW-FCFDU National Office: 
331 Cooper Street, Unit 502 Ottawa, Ontario

613-234-8252

www.cfuw.org | advocacy@fcfdu.org
Overview
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Within its Advocacy mandate, CFUW seeks to strengthen equitable access to education on a national and global level by advocating for the removal of social, economic, and political barriers to education for all people. This brief is based on policies that have been submitted by local clubs to Annual General Meetings for debate and adoption. All the clubs and CFUW’s Charitable Trust provide bursaries to girls and women who wish to pursue post-secondary studies. All clubs provide activities, leadership and community involvement which represent lifelong learning opportunities.

Early learning and Childcare 
The Royal Commission on the Status of Women (1970) was the first to propose a national childcare program.  Since then there have been three major attempts by federal governments to develop a national childcare strategy, the last being the Foundations Program, which was cancelled in February 2006. 

At the same time, the consensus among Canadian is that we can improve children’s lives and the economic and social wellbeing of our society by investing in early childhood education.
 Scholars from economics, psychology, education, health, medicine, and the neurosciences, agree that high-quality early childhood education results in improvements in scholastic, social, and health outcomes for children and their families, as well as in economic benefits for Canadian society.  

Recommendations
CFUW urges the Government of Canada to:
1. Give priority to the creation of a quality, universally accessible and comprehensive early learning and child care program which emphasizes the development of the whole child. Funding for this initiative should involve all levels of government through cost-sharing mechanisms, as in other human services such as health, education and social programs.
Student Debt and Funding
In the 1960s and 70s, governments were responsible for more than 90% of post-secondary costs.
  In the 1980s, the government share was 84%.
  By 2012, government funding had dropped to 55% of university operating revenue.
  

Higher tuition fees have replaced almost all of the lost government support.
  Tuition fees continue to rise in most provinces increasing the risk of economic instability for Canada’s student population. 

More students are working part-time work to pay for their education; student debt loads have increased, particularly for those with low- and middle-income backgrounds and high levels of debt discourage individuals from starting families, purchasing homes, and pursuing lower paying community service jobs after graduation.  

To address these issues, CFUW has repeatedly called on the Government of Canada to earmark and dedicate funds within transfer payments to provinces and territories to support post-secondary education. CFUW has also called for improved access to education through needs-based student financial aid programs.  

Although the Canadian Constitution places education within the jurisdiction of provincial governments, both levels of government have a responsibility to ensure the best possible system of post-secondary education.  The federal government has the ability to play a central role in post-secondary education through provincial funding.  

Canada is the only major industrialized country without national oversight over higher education.
 

The lack of national oversight of post-secondary education has led to drastically different levels of access across the country, at a time when post-secondary education is becoming vital to Canada’s long-term economic and social wellbeing.  In 2013-2014, the average cost of an undergraduate arts and science degree in Newfoundland was $2644 – in Ontario it was $7259.
   CFUW requests that the federal government show leadership.

The average student in Canada graduates with a debt exceeding $25,000.
 The changes proposed to the Canada Student Loans Program introduced in the April 2015 budget will eliminate the in-study student income and the assumption of parental contribution from the needs assessment process.
  As a result, it is estimated that 87,000 students will receive larger loans
 but CFUW believes that increased debt is not in the interest of the students or the economy.  

CFUW is also committed to promoting equitable employment opportunities in post-secondary institutions. CFUW has called for improved post-secondary recruitment practices to ensure the equal representation of women in administrative and faculty (especially tenured) positions, and for post-secondary institutions to implement pay equity.  

Recommendations
CFUW urges the Government of Canada to:
1. Work to remove economic and social barriers to post-secondary education by:
a. Improving and increasing a needs-based student financial aid program that includes a combination of grants, federally insured student loans, an debt reduction programs available to both undergraduate and graduate students.
2. Work with the provincial and territorial governments to create effective debt relief programs for post-secondary students including: 

a. Improving the existing student debt situation by: 

i. Limiting interest rates for loans to the prime rate; 

ii. Expanding interest relief programs 

b. Reforming the Student Loan Programs by: 

i. Offering more needs based grants and low interest loans;

ii. Revising loan limits to reflect the full cost of post-secondary education to students; 

iii. Offering payment and interest deferment programs for at least one year following graduation or after ceasing to be a student;

Indigenous Education
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The United Nations Human Development Index shows a human rights and development gap where Canada consistently ranks in the top ten but Indigenous peoples rank at 63 or lower.
  This is particularly evident in the gap between the educational attainment of the aboriginal population and the population as a whole.    Aboriginal youth are the fastest growing demographic in Canada
 and attention and resources must be given to this group if they are to have the opportunity for full participation in society. 

Secondary school data (2004-2009) indicates:

· Indigenous graduation at approximately 36% compared to the Canadian graduation rate of 72%.

· 61% of Indigenous young adults (20-24) have not completed high school, compared with 13% of non-Aboriginal people in Canada.

· Only 4% of Indigenous peoples on reserve, and 8% in total, have a university degree, compared to 23% of the Canadian population.

Since 1996 there has been a two per cent cap on increases for Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development Canada’s education funding.
  As a consequence, funding has not kept pace with the needs of a growing population, nor has it kept pace with increasing educational costs.  Funding has been identified as the main challenge by over 55% of First Nations schools.
 Approximately 47% of Indigenous peoples currently need a new school.
  Approximately 74% of Indigenous peoples’ schools currently require major repairs.
 At present, Inuit communities also face the threat of climate change.

Furthermore, opportunities for Lifelong Learning (which can include Adult Education and/or Continuing Education) on reserves are difficult because funding as determined by the Indian Act ends at age 16.
Recommendations
CFUW urges the Government of Canada to:
1. Increase funding for Indigenous education to per-pupil funding in school boards across Canada

2. To collaborate with Indigenous, provincial and territorial governments to ensure designated funding for education on reserves; and

3. To improve early childhood education, school infrastructure, equipment, books, libraries and information technology resources, student assessment facilities, skills development and culturally sensitive curricula all of which will ensure that Indigenous students from preschool to adulthood are able to achieve their maximum potential.  
Lifelong Learning and Literacy
In an increasingly information-driven society, the ability to understand and use information is a fundamental skill.  Unfortunately not all Canadians have the basic literacy skills essential for full societal participation.   Four out of ten Canadian adults have literacy skills too low to be fully competent in most jobs in our modern economy
 and Canadian adults with low literacy skills have fewer opportunities than young Canadians to upgrade their skills because they are outside the mainstream education system. 
Low literacy levels affect many aspects of life: employment, income, poverty levels, access to training, health, and civic engagement.  Less than 20% of people with the lowest literacy rates in Canada are employed and people with low literacy rates are more likely to experience unemployment.
  Adult literacy survey results show a strong link between literacy and a country’s economic potential.  

Since the 1980s, there has been an increased understanding of the importance of lifelong learning for personal growth and wellbeing and for economic prosperity.  UNESCO has called for “…lifelong and ‘lifewide’ learning opportunities”
.  Raising the literacy levels of Canadians is one of the most important ways to encourage lifelong learning in our country. 

Recommendations
CFUW urges the Government of Canada to:
1. Collaborate with the provincial and territorial governments to provide support to adult literacy organizations and special adult literacy projects and to promote the importance of information literacy in today’s society.  

Government Scientists/ Independence of Science and Industry 

Access to federal scientists and their research should keep Canadians safe and healthy by providing us, and our policy-makers, with the expertise needed to make smart decisions. The federal government has reduced science budgets by more than $1.1 billion since 2011, terminated the contracts of 4,000 researchers and closed hundreds of research facilities.  
In a 2013 survey by Environics Research commissioned by the Professional Institute of the Public Service of Canada - although only 26% of federal scientists responded about government interference - 37% of respondents indicated that management prevented them from speaking freely to the media or had directed them to alter their findings. 
In the early summer of 2015, public sector unions organized rallies to protest the restrictions on federal scientists who do not have the right to approve the final version of proposed publications representing their scientific opinion.  Canada needs a more open science communication policy and a reinstatement of funding to best serve its citizens.

CFUW calls upon the federal, provincial and territorial Governments to ensure that: 

1. There are clear guidelines for corporate funding of research at publicly funded universities and government research facilities to ensure integrity in research; and 

2. A sound funding base for independent research in universities. 

Library and Archives Canada
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In 2004, Library and Archives Canada (LAC) combined the functions of the National Archives of Canada (founded as the Dominion Archives in 1872) and the National Library of Canada (1953).  The collections, services and personnel became one.   

LAC's stated mandate is:

· to preserve the documentary heritage of Canada for the benefit of present and future generations;

· to be a source of enduring knowledge accessible to all, contributing to the cultural, social and economic advancement of Canada as a free and democratic society;

· to facilitate in Canada co-operation among communities involved in the acquisition, preservation and diffusion of knowledge;

· to serve as the continuing memory of the Government of Canada and its institutions.

In June 2004, LAC issued a discussion paper Creating a New Kind of Knowledge Institution, followed by LAC Directions for Change in 2006: a document for the future of the new institution.  Unfortunately, the plans for modernization have been curtailed by successive cuts to Federal Funding beginning in 2004 and leading to a reduction in both services and collaboration which is part of the LAC mandate. Further cuts were announced in 2012: $9.6 million over three years, which had a significant impact on staffing.  
The changes at LAC have far-reaching implications for how Canada’s history and cultural heritage are preserved and understood. LAC is contracting out its collections to public and private institutions, resulting in the loss of a unified and national collector. Other impacts: fragmenting Canada’s national collection, increased user fees, end of the Inter-Library Loan Service, reductions in and problems with acquisitions, delays in digitalizing the collections, etc.  

CFUW request the Government of Canada to address the urgent financial needs of Library and Archives Canada and the Canada Institute for Scientific and Technical Information (CISTI) by restoring, and increasing their Parliamentary appropriations to a level that will enable them to serve, adequately, the scientific and cultural communities of Canada and to collaborate with their counterparts in the global community. 

CFUW urges the Government of Canada to restore and maintain Canada’s documentary heritage and make it available to Canadians; and take action to: 

1. Re-instate, restore and preserve the collections of the Library and Archives Canada (LAC), and of research documents and collections at federal government- supported research and scientific institutes and departmental libraries; and 

2. Ensure adequate funding for their maintenance 

Immigration and Refugees
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There is a massive migration of refugees from the continent of Africa to European nations at present. There has been a focus on refugees fleeing Syria. Others from other parts of the world escaping war and crisis situations are also attempting to find a welcoming haven. CFUW is committed to supporting refugees, refugee claimants, displaced persons and immigrants by defending their rights, as laid out in the Canadian Charter of Human Rights and in international agreements and conventions.  

CFUW urges the federal government:   

1. To create a national, equitable system of support for the integration of immigrant and refugee children and their families into the school system; and   

2. To fund a national, equitable initial language and academic assessment of all immigrants and refugees including school-aged children.
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